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The Gem State of Idaho abounds in beautiful natural jewels, making this western state a wonderful 

destination for long weekend escapes. From mighty mountain peaks to tranquil lakes in the forest, 

there’s never a shortage of scenic parklands to visit. In addition, it pays to be on the lookout for 

prehistoric fossil beds, soothing hot springs, and perhaps the United States’ most surprisingly exciting 

college towns. Idaho may be famous for its potatoes, but there’s no need to be a couch potato when 

Idaho has so much to experience in its great outdoors. With this in mind, let’s check out these 10 serene 

Idaho towns for a weekend retreat. 

 

McCall  

 

 

 

The town of McCall might just be the ultimate mountain lake town, and it’s only about 110 miles north 

of Boise. Ponderosa State Park makes for an idyllic launchpad to canoe, kayak, and swim in Payette Lake, 

and it has plenty of hiking and biking trails sporting incredible lake views. Just to the south of the state 

park, McCall Golf Club is a lovely and large 27-hole course that’s perfect for a long, peaceful tee time. 

And to the north of town, Brundage Mountain Resort may welcome skiers during the winter, but it also 

opens in summer for mountain biking, disc golf, open-air concerts, chairlift rides up the mountain, and 

other special seasonal events. Back in town, you can settle down for some quiet time fishing at 

Riverfront Park, or perhaps set sail from the municipal dock at Art Robert’s Park. Then, feel free to 

retreat to the ultimate lakeside sanctuary at Shore Lodge, a stately yet relaxing boutique hotel featuring 

its own in-house restaurants and full-service spa. 


