




 

Travel + Leisure Readers' 15 Favorite Resorts in the Western U.S. of 2025 
Readers favored resorts that put a luxe spin on communing with nature in our annual “World’s Best 

Awards” survey for 2025. 
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As the popularity of slow travel continues to grow, T+L readers are seeking out resorts that help them 

connect more deeply to a destination—and to themselves. The Western United States excels in 

unhurried days and unspoiled landscapes that invite just this kind of travel. This year, readers loved 

lingering at resorts whose settings stretch from the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in New Mexico to the 

Alaskan wilderness, but hotels in one Pacific Northwest state reigned supreme.​
​

What Readers Loved 
 

T+L readers’ favorite resorts in the Western U.S. prove that laid-back doesn’t mean lazy. Several 

properties on this year’s list pride themselves on facilitating outdoor adventures in pristine settings. 

 

Idaho’s four honorees are well-situated for guests who want to explore the state’s varied mountains and 

waterways. Take Sun Valley Resort (No. 9), a vacation hub that’s known as much for its down-to-earth 

vibes as it is its all-season terrain. Snow bunnies of all skill levels are spoiled for choice between Bald and 

Dollar mountains; kayakers might spend an afternoon on Sun Valley Lake; and bikers can hit up more 

than 400 dirt singletrack trails or more than 30 miles of paved paths. 

 

Over in McCall, guests of Shore Lodge (No. 15) appreciate the hotel’s proximity to both nature and 

modern conveniences. “Right in town so you can walk to all the shops, and it’s on the lake,” says one 

WBA voter. 

 

The three resorts in Washington State exhibit a similar ability to blend active pursuits with pure R&R. 

Located in the Snoqualmie Valley, Salish Lodge & Spa (No. 3) impresses with the area’s iconic waterfall 

and hiking trails, as well as its culinary offerings. 

 

“As a lifelong Twin Peaks fan, I’ve always dreamt of staying at the Salish,” writes one T+L reader. “The 

valet and restaurant staff were incredibly helpful and kind. It was a quiet, relaxing trip despite staying 

during a wedding weekend. I still think about the tomato risotto! We are counting down the days until 

we can come back.” 

 










