
 

7 Ideal Idaho Destinations for a 3-Day Weekend in 2025 
 

By: Editorial Team 

August 12, 2025 

 

Idaho’s breathtaking small towns invite you into storybook settings filled with beauty, culture, and 

adventure. From peaceful lakeside retreats to vibrant downtowns, each destination blends natural 

surroundings with deep-rooted heritage and welcoming communities. Whether you are exploring an old 

mine in Wallace, chilling at Shore Lodge in McCall, or enjoying sleigh rides in Garden Valley, these places 

deliver a well-rounded escape without the crowds. Find seven ideal Idaho destinations to enjoy on a 

three-day weekend in 2025. 

 

Set beside Payette Lake and wrapped in pine forests, McCall thrives with outdoor life and mountain-town 

warmth. A perfect mix of nature, recreation, and local legacy, it invites exploration in every season. Just 

minutes from downtown, Ponderosa State Park spans a thousand-acre peninsula into the lake, where 

visitors can join guided walks, cozy up around campfires, or glide along Nordic ski and snowshoe trails in 

the winter months. The lake's mirror-like waters and surrounding woodlands create a stunning backdrop 

for year-round discovery. 

 

Winter adventures continue at Little Ski Hill, a local favorite for generations with its 450-foot vertical 

drop, terrain park, and friendly slopes ideal for learning or just enjoying the snow. Nearby, the Bear Basin 

Nordic Center maintains over 18 miles of beautifully groomed cross-country and snowshoe trails, where 

skiers of all levels can take lessons or simply savor the quiet rhythm of the woods. History seekers can 

step back in time at the Central Idaho Historical Museum, a cluster of eight heritage buildings that 

illuminate McCall’s roots in forestry, 

conservation, and early settlement 

life. 

 

At day’s end, retreat to Shore Lodge, 

a mountain-lake sanctuary perched 

at 5,000 feet. With only 77 suites, 

this upscale resort is all about space, 

comfort, and connection to the 

outdoors—your hideaway after 

unforgettable days in Idaho’s wild 

heart. 

 

 


